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Sir Paul Callaghan is one of New Zealand's most high-
profile and respected scientists, and Kiwibank New
Zealander of the Year 2011. Here he presents a vision for
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1 Timeline

Ashburton District Council decides not to sell
fresh water rights

‘Ashburton District Council [cancels] the sale of water
rights to bottled water company NZ Pure Blue.” The initial
decision to sell a resource consent that would have enabled
the owner to extract up to 45 litres of water per second
from the town’s aquifer through to 2046 begins a public
discussion on fresh water ownership, with the government
reiterating its view that no one owns fresh water. See image

opposite. [t22 ends]
(Mitchell, 2016; RNZ, 2016b)

Predator free by 2050 target set

The government formally adopts a goal to make

New Zealand predator-free by 2050. The late Sir Paul
Callaghan was a proponent of this goal and stated: ‘It’s crazy
and ambitious but I think it might be worth a shot.’

fe15 en;
(Callaghan, 2012; Kirk, 2016)

Ministry for Vulnerable Children (Oranga
Tamariki) announced

This Ministry replaces the Child, Youth and Family
government agency. The English name comes under
criticism for its use of the word ‘vulnerable’, with many
preferring the broader Maori name. Oranga Tamariki
translates to child wellbeing and suggests that all of society

is responsible for the wellbeing of New Zealand’s children.

[t61-2016]
(MSD, n.d.; Nicklin, 2017)
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