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3 1 ] when questioned. Nor did he
W the impression to go abroad that he came in any other
pacity than that of a ruler to whom every respect was due.
hen Tawhiao, king of the Waikato, failed to arrive in time
appointment he found Seddon gone, and a message
ying that if he wished to see the Premier he must follow
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7 Hansard, Vol. 86, e 3‘73.-' |

KING DICK

e delighted with the vis
is were delighte € Visit of th:
cgi'ilf ?‘g::x’;dable person who rated them for tli}; llsr lf)_urly'
athized with their wrongs, and explained the mySteaglts’
£ pakeha governments in terms _the_y could yp, der\;:m“s
His coming had been an event in theu: lives: his Word, alnd,
been, on the whole comforting, and his presence reassurilad
The newspapers, even those that' were normally hostile }‘:g.
nothing but praise for the Premier’s conduct of hig mi;si (;ld
though some of them added a warning that he weylq n'S'
easily devise a policy for land settlement mutually accﬁptablz

symp
ways O

to Europeans and Maoris. This was an anticipation of eVents ;

that called for no special gift of prescience.

Seddon returned from his tour in the happy position of
being able to speak with authority of native affairs, ang to
controvert the views of alleged experts with whom he could
now claim equality of experience. He had learnt that each
Maori district had its own peculiar problems and that no
solution would apply generally. At the same time he hag
formed a decided opinion that the existing deadlock woulq
never have arisen if the State had notlong previously renounced

its monopoly of land purchase. “The Legislature would acy
wisely in saying that there should be only one means by which
natives can dispose of their land—namely, through the Goverp.
ment.” By no other course could Maoris who sold and Euro.-
peans who bought be preserved from the trials and adversities

inseparable from: attendance on. the Native Land Court.

During the session of 1894, however, when at Seddon’s
behest all private purchase of native lands was made illegal,
the strongest objections were raised by two Maori members—.
the same two who had been foremost in criticizing the Native

* Land Purchase Act of 1893. Both Wi Pere and Hone Heke

complained bitterly of their countrymen being denied reason-

able participation in the management of their own lands. Both

men had drawn up Bills for amending a state of affairs they
deplored—that of Hone Heke providing for an innovation no
less drastic than the creation of a separate parliament and
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