&
4
#
?
=
#
)
N
¢

ey

Voia

Anae, 2010

22!

OVERSTAYERS,
DAWN RAIDS AND
THE POLYNESIAN

PANTHERS

MELANI ANAE

At 6am on Tuesday, 17 February 1976, police and
immigration officials swooped on the home of Mrs
Telesia Topping, of Onehunga. Mrs Topping, a Tongan
who is married to a New Zealander and had lived here
for ten years, was almost in tears as she told her story to

the Auckland Star:

A young policeman, about 22 years old, came
into my room...I asked him what he was
doing in my bedroom. He did not answer.
I 'was really frightened. He went to the
bathroom, inspected it, came back and pulled
the covers off my bed ... He pulled open the
wardrobe, fiddled with the clothing, checked
everything. The same policeman went into
the adjoining room where my two nephews,
aged 19 and 20 years, were asleep. The
policeman shone the light into their eyes,
saying ‘get up and get out’... My nephews
were very frightened. The police then started
dragging them out to their van.!

‘The revolution we openly rap about is one of total
nwm.bmm. The revolution is one to liberate us from
*aclsm, oppression and capitalism. We see many of our
Problems of oppression and racism are tools of this

society’s outlock based on capitalism; hence for total
change one must change society altogether?

The racial tension and unrest that marked New
Zealand’s social and political climate during the early
1970s, in which police and immigration authorities
victimised Pacific Islanders whom they suspected of
abusing the terms of their visas, evolved after record
levels of immigration from the Islands (largely to fuel
postwar demand for unskilled labour) coincided with
the collapse of the global commodity boom and the
onset of recession in the New Zealand economy. The
circumstances provided fertile ground for the public
expression of racism and general resentment towaxds
groups perceived to be taking employment from locals,
threatening cultural homogeneity, boosting crime rates
and adding strain to public resources such as housing,
welfare and education? The same distorted perspective
that saw Pacific Island immigrants as contributors
to the economic downturn also identified the typical
Pacific Islander as an ‘overstayer' (an individual who
remained in New Zealand past the limit of his or
her visa). During the early years of the decade, this
stereotype was reinforced in the media and exploired

cynically by politicians.
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— rules were simple and strict: no possession of narcotics The Panthers expanded and their influence
or being under the influence of alcohol during grew in the early 19705, Chapters of the Polynesian
~cm movement time; no possession of weapons or other j Panther Party were set up in South Auckland, Dunedin
U»S.z w> harmful devices; no using the name of the movement ; and Christchurch. The establishment of a chapter in
tmgublicfor selfglony; equiliy ofthesexes” B Sydney caused world headlines when ‘Tlglahs. was
‘.H.Hle cnﬂlg wm>.—r—”.uﬂ.K Under the rallying cry of ‘power to the H.umoEm , the N mh.&.:& in Canberra in July 1972 for rying to set upan
Panthers set out to portray the realities of being brown . : Aboriginal embassy. The Panthers’ minister of culture,
in Auckland in the 1970s. They sought to change the E 5 Ama Rauhthi, became the organisarion’s first full-
mindsets of both white and Polynesian communities by B time community worker in 1973. In July of that year,
exposing and challenging racist policies and activities - ZonEmu. Tuiasau represented the Panthers at the 10th
and by lobbying for much-needed resources for the i ‘ International Youth Festiva] in Berlin and in November
people.’s They worked with the mayor (Sir Dove-Myer B the Tenants Aid Brigade (TAB) was created to help conTRi,
Robinson) and the Auckland City Council and with : Polynesian tepants deal with illegal eviction from their AlckEAGa"aY ROAD,
L Maori and community groups such as Maori mnﬂv&wﬁ e Wonnmu. Formal recognition came to the Panthers when PHONE 764-530,
Ty o e e 2 s e e A ) oup Ngd Tamartoa, HART (Halt All Racist Tours), = ] €y were made the recipients of severa] outh awards,
%@ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁ?ﬁﬁhﬂﬁﬂg Mn mwﬁmng People’s Union and ACORD WP%MEMm E 3 E&nnwum vaaaage. General’s Youth Mﬁ& ($250) - >§—Z> A TE TURE
A o e ittee on Racism and Discrimination). ey also 5 on 19 September 1972 and presented with a $100.
%%ﬁmﬂ?fiiﬁ% Wrﬂaﬁ.:ia_..:..,...z_m._._m: MMHH.WMMHEE nascent Miori nationalist movements, 3 in 1973 from the National %ocnnm of Qpﬁunﬂmm. o grant s “E@E A LE ..-d;.—..ezc
ﬁ..-!s.uﬂ:&:fﬁ.ﬂnlliiig&!iﬁiifi!!&ii such as MOOHR (Maori Oﬁwwmnﬂﬁwmwrmsﬁmw i 5 E . In SMW.N%M of such advances, however, immigration ® AUTURU NO TE PAE TURD
B it om0z e boie e it . and Te Roopu o te Matakite (w spearheade - 3 and crime had become major political issues and, [ ]
nﬁ.,nﬂmhum..uﬁu,ﬂzhﬁhriﬂ?hiﬁﬁ e memaﬂ land Hmwow of1975), arguing _.._umﬂ, n.um o P : aggravated by the onset of Ew&ﬂon_ would intensify ® Fhmheihﬂb- HE F AKATUF ONO
P g Bt i 0 ; ..huw ......wh”....”ﬁz...a dominant European culture was trying to divide Maori , inthe Tun-up to the 1975 general election. In response to OEONT mbﬂb;a
e = : ..ﬁwsivri! = and other Polynesians. . . ] economic pressures and to public fears about Polynesian
e e et WL Wiy ol ot poog s ey v With CARE (Citizens Association for Racial 3 viclence on Aucldandss inner-city streets, the Labour
T e maingt 18 i A Equality), the Panthers established homework centres government felt obliged to reassess its immigration
R e Sl 10 v ol tht ine and they linked with the Ponsonby Peoples’ Union E policy. One of Kirles moves in 1973 was to commission The cover of the Polynesian Panther's egal ald booklet, “Your Rights', c. 1673.74
eremiayen g 30 be g . hed them = to set up a food cooperative. They raised money .».ou 9 e an Auckland police taskforce, He also sanctioned the .
Ea——0V 0 ———— causes with which they sympathised, were prominent 1 continuation of random checks; these had heen taking 2
‘ in anti-Vietnam protests and organised B.mbm“onwﬁ to 3 place m:ﬂmnﬂﬁmnnq and unofficially since 1972, but ACK PANTHERS
2w raids - the ugly reality. An Information sheet detalling 2 police raid on a shuttle families and visitors to Paremoremo Prisen, 1 ; would enter a more disturbing phase in 197, P 3
ngan couple and thelr two sons living In Grey Lynn, Auckland, October 1976. where they also had a chapter. Former inmates were . Onthenight of 13 Mareh 1974, police and
also given advice, assistance and often accommodation ; mmigration officials carried outa series of rajds on DENIS  WaLKER
with Panthers on their release. They spoke at mnw.HooHu Tongan households in Onehunga and by 3am thirteen
and set up homework centres, community meetings, Tongans had been arrested on charges of being illegal SUE  cHLY

concerts for the elderly and street parties. In vmwmoﬂw.ﬂ
they galvanised a truly multicultural community spizit.
The local paper City @ Westend News, for ﬁnﬁi.ﬂ

was translated into Samoan, Coolk Islands Maori .mnm
Niuean as a way of meeting the needs of its growing

18 March, a fiurther twenty-one Tongans were arrested
after rajds op another six houses 2t Church services
Wwere also interrupted, as one Participant recalled:

AUSTRALIA»

1 e ik e 27, T, U, gt
Polynesian communities. The Panthers also published Lcan think of ope instance, at a church Mareh ol S B e
their own newspaper, Panther Rapp, from 1975, and serviceat 64 Crummer Road, all of 2 sudden, e T U 2 M

At by

prepared their own press statements for broadcast
media and for the publications of other protest.
groups.** With the help of lawyer (and future H.EEM
minister) David Lange, they printed 1500 copies ©
“Your Rights’, a legal aid booklet.?

the doors were knocked in and the place was
Swarming with pelice, officials, and dogs.
They asked for Passports, There were 18

that didn’t have them including the priest.
They were taken to Mt Eden, There was great

A Paster advertising talxs by Australlan Black Panthers, Denis Walker and
Sue Chilly, c.1972.







