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Busby’'s Appointment
< 1832

Facing increasing pressure from missionaries in New Zealand,
businessmen in Sydney, and humanitarian groups in England, in 1832,
the Colonial Office — the British Government department charged with
managing the Empire — made the decision to appoint a Resident to New
Zealand. Residents were normally sent to areas of British involvement to
develop commercial opportunities and to represent the interests of the
Crown in the region. Colonial Office officials hoped that by appointing
a Resident to New Zealand, the concerns being expressed about New
Zealand from a number of quarters would abate.

Richard Bourke (1777-1855), the Governor of New South Wales, had
nominal responsibility for British interests in New Zealand, and had also
lobbied the Colonial Office and other branches of the British Government
for a Resident to be installed in New Zealand. He wrote to the Colonial
Secretary in January 1832 arguing that Britain had a ‘...sacred duty to
rescue the natives of those extensive Islands from the further evils which
impend over them’, as a result of the influx of unruly Europeans.

James Busby (1802-1871) was selected by Bourke for the position
in New Zealand. Busby was a likely choice because in the previous few
years he had furnished the Colonial Office with reports on a wide range
of topics relating to colonial government. The decision to appoint a
Resident was the first clear indication that the British Government was
taking a more responsible approach to the lawlessness of some of its
citizens in New Zealand, and although. there was no policy at this stage
to annex New Zealand, the establishment of a Residency in the country
turned out to be a major step in that direction.
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