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Wiremu Te Kakakura Parata

‘Wiremu Te Kakakura Parata, of Ngati Toa and Te Ati Awa, was born on Kapiti Island in
the 1830s. He grew up in a time of great social and political change. During the 1860s
he became involved in politics, and was elected to Parliament as the member for
Western Maori in 1871.

He was an astute politician and a skilled orator and debater. He often urged the
assembly, dominated by European settlers, to pass laws that took account of Maori
needs and_aspirations. But many Maori were highly critical when, after being promoted

recognition or protection by the Courts. The Treaty of Waitangi, moreover, could not
call into being a native title that did not exist. As.such he held that the Treaty, in a
gal sense, was no more than a 'simple nullity'. Parata died in 1906.
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+ Find out more: biography of Wiremu Parata on the DNZB website

Wiremu Te Kakakura Parata

NG nga iwi o Ngati Toa, o Te Ati Awa a Wiremu Te Kakakura Parata. I whanau mai ia ki
Kapiti i te tekau tau atu i 1830. I tana taiohinga haruru ana te whenua i nga
panonitanga nui ka pa mai ki te noho me te ora o te tangata. I te tekau tau atu i 1860
ka kuhu ia ki nga kaupapa torangapi o te wa, 3, i te tau 1871 ka potitia ia hei Mema
Paremata Maori mo Te Tai Hau-a-uru. :

He maia a Parata ki nga mahi torangapi; he reo tataki, he tohunga ki te whiriwhiri
korero. Ka rite nga wa ka whakahau ia i te whare kikT ana i te Pakeha kia whakamana
i nga ture ka aro ki nga hiahia me nga timanako o te Maori. Haunga téra, kei reira
and nga whakapae a nga Maori e mea ana i tona kakenga ki te Kaunihera Whaiti i te
tau 1872, ka mutu tana hapai i nga take Maori.

1 te wehenga o Parata i te Paremata, ka whai wahi ia ki étahi keréme whenua Maori i
nga koti. Ka td te keréme nui i te tau 1877, ko Wi Parata v Bishop of Wellington, md
&tahi whenua na Ngati Toa i tuku ki te Pihopa Mihinare hei whakatid kura Maori. Ka
whiwhi te Hahi i tétahi pito whenua mai i te Karauna i te tau 1850, heoi, kaore i
whakatdria he kura.

Ka tono a Parata kia whakahokia nga whenua o Ngati Toa. Ka puta te whakatau
ngonui a te Kaiwhakawa Matua a James Prendergast e mea ana he iwi mohoao te iwi
.ori, kdore ona ture hei aronga ma tétahi Koti. I tua atu, ka ki ia, kdore he mana a-

ture o te Tiriti. Ka mate a Parata i te tau 1906.
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